September 4, 2022

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Disciple Classes for 2022-2023
Disciple 2: Into the Word, Into the World facilitated by Warren Rary and Rev. Hal Jones
Mondays at 6 p.m. in Room 203 beginning Monday, September 12

• a 32-week study proclaims the transforming power of Scripture while teaching Bible study skills that take participants deeper into
the Scripture • keeping Bible study related to witness is reinforced while participants are encouraged to practice spiritual disciplines
arising out of Scripture for the purpose of changing habits and transforming lives
• Participant book: $45

Disciple 3: Remember Who You Are facilitated by Dan Riedford
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Room 203 beginning Wednesday, Sept. 7

• A 32-week study of the major and minor Old Testament prophets, with the exception of Daniel, and the 13 letters traditionally
attributed to Paul. Also included: the books of Deuteronomy through Chronicles.• Several themes weave their way through the
study – the call to remember; the call to repentance; the need for renewed vision; and the place of community.
• Participant book: $45

Jesus in the Gospels facilitated by Mark Byrne and Bill Rose
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. in Room 203 beginning Tuesday, Sept. 6

Jesus in the Gospels • Study Manual content illuminates some aspect of the Jesus in the Gospels each week and connects
Scripture to daily life and Jesus' call to discipleship.• The overarching aim is to deepen discipleship through better understanding
of the biblical texts and their message.• The study helps group members understand that Jesus is rooted in Judaism and the
Scriptures of Judaism and that Christianity and the New Testament are rooted in the Scriptures of Judaism – our Old Testament.
• Participant books (study guide and book of readings): $63

Scholarships available for books. Contact Joseph McBrayer (jmcbrayer@ogumc.org).

Connect with Oak Grove

Thank you for participating in worship today. We’re glad you’re here.

Open your camera app and scan the QR code to visit ogumc.org/connect to
• register your attendance • ask to speak to a pastor
• sign up for congregational emails • request to join the church • or give online.

11 a.m. ORDER OF WORSHIP
September 4, 2022
Gathering Music

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Quiet Call of Christ

Welcome and Announcements

D Eliot
Dr. Beth LaRocca-Pitts

Introit

I Will Arise
Chancel Choir

C Webb

I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me with his arms; in the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.

*Call to Worship
What does the Lord require of us,
But to do justice,
To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with our God.
*Hymn

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy

(We invite all children to stay in worship to participate in Communion.)

Dr. Amy Morgan

UMH 340

*Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles Creed
Dr. Morgan
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
A Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Dr. Morgan
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Old Testament Lesson
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

John Cowden

*Hymn

Take Up Thy Cross

UMH 415

Offertory Prayer
Dr. Morgan
Our God we choose to follow you, and to trust you with the outcome of our lives.
Help us to trust you enough that we can offer you our gifts with gratitude and without fear.
Amen.
Offertory Anthem

No Turning Back
Chancel Choir

J Raney

When the storm is raging, when the wind is tossing me, when the waves start rising out on the angry sea, Jesus reaches out his hand to lift
me from this sinking sand. He leads the way, and I will follow. Step by step, Jesus leads the way. Oh, step by step, close beside me all the
way. Step by step, every moment, every day, Jesus is there to lead me step by step. I have decided to follow Jesus. No turning back. The
world behind me, the cross before me. No turning back. Though none go with me, still I will follow. No turning back.
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? No turning back.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

UMH 95

*Gospel Lesson
Luke 14:25-33
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Dr. LaRocca-Pitts

Sermon

Dr. LaRocca-Pitts

Our Deepest Values:
We Choose God

Holy Communion
Music During Communion

*Hymn

See Insert

Where He Leads Me

(Those who wish to join the church are invited to come forward.)

*Benediction
*Postlude

JS Bach

Prelude in C from Well Tempered Clavier
John Cowden, marimba

UMH 338

Dr. LaRocca-Pitts
A Song of Triumph

A Giamanco

Music Notes by John Cowden
On some level, if we are to be Christian we must choose to follow Christ.
Today's music marks the journey from receiving Christ's invitation through making our decision to follow
and on to faithfully going wherever we are called as followers. Listen for the ways the hymns speak
to God’s invitation and our decision to follow Christ wherever he leads us.

*Congregation stand as able.
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal / TFWS: The Faith We Sing
Children’s Worship bags available at Parlor side door.
Nursery care available for children ages 3 and under in all worship services.

Communion Liturgy
Invitation
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live
in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Confession and Pardon
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an
obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against
your love, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty God,
creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from
captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death,
and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim
the mystery of faith.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by
his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all
the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is
yours, almighty God, now and for ever.

Prayer After Receiving
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Worship Times and Locations
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.: Traditional (Sanctuary)
10:45: Modern (Fellowship Hall)

Church Office

Dr. Beth LaRocca-Pitts – Senior Pastor

Dr. Amy Morgan – Pastor of Service and Nurture

ext. 211
ext. 210

ext. 225

Rachel Fullerton – Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor

ext. 220

Atticus Hicks – Director of Modern Worship

ext. 208

C.J. Lord – Co-Director of Youth Ministries

ext. 202

John Cowden – Director of Traditional Music Ministry

ext. 226

Pam Reynolds – Director of Finance

Elizabeth Loughran – Director of Children’s Ministry
Megan Biegel – Co-Director of Youth Ministries

Kara Johnson – Director of Senior Adult Ministries
Leanne Herrmann – Organist

ext. 224
ext. 218
ext. 201
ext. 236

ext. 9

Address

1722 Oak Grove Road, Decatur, GA 30033

Website

www.ogumc.org

Our Schools

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster – Bishop in Residence

Dale Smith – Executive Director

9 a.m. – 5 p.m. M–F

Emergency Contact After Hours

Dr. Joseph McBrayer – Pastor of Invitation and Discipleship ext. 212

Our Program Staff

404-636-7558

Office Hours

ONLINE: 10:45 a.m. – Modern Worship
ONLINE: 11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship.
Facebook: facebook.com/ogumc.org
YouTube: youtube.com/ogumc

Our Pastors

Our Church Information

Oak Grove Christian School

404-636-5476

YCS (Young Children’s School)

404-636-7951

Submitting Articles to the
Oak Grove News:

Please be reminded that Thursday 12
p.m. is the deadline for information
that you would like to add to the Oak
Grove News. This will enable your
article to appear in the following
week’s bulletin.
Send items to
oakgrovenews@ogumc.org. Articles
will run TWO times and may be edited
for space. Indicate the two editions
you prefer when the article is
submitted.Thank you!

Connect With Us

Check the Oak Grove website for up-to-the-minute news
on all events: www.ogumc.org/news
Make Sure You Stay in Constant Contact

Information on our ministries, news, and upcoming events is shared through
our ConstantContact weekly congregational email. If your email address
changes during the year, please contact Diane O'Steen,
Membership/Database Admin., (dosteen@ogumc.org or 404-636-7558
ext.221)

