
August 30, 2026                                                                                   Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Acolyte Ministry continues to be a vital part 
of the Oak Grove worship services. This ministry allows our youth to serve side by side 

with church members and encourages intergenerational relationships. Oak Grove offers so many 
opportunities for our youth to be involved. The Acolyte Ministry includes all youth interested in serving.  

We are thankful for each acolyte and their family as the commitment to this ministry is a family affair.      

Photo from Acolyte Recognition Sunday 2025

Addie Alexander, Zoe Alexander, Molly Blanchard, Lucy Cowden, Etta Jane Dillard,
Nash Dillard, Phoebe Dillard, Ginny Gibbons, Gabe Gibbons, Brendan Harrell, Owen Harrell,

Mallory Harry, Morgan Hathcock, Thomas Hurst, Charlotte Hurst, Corinne Jones, 
Mary Lawton Jones, Will Merrill, Drew Mus, Vivian Mus, Anderson Peters, Will Pinckard,

Seth Schillie, Spencer Schillie, Ansley Shafer, Lillie Tucker, Hadley Van Buren,
Andrew Wagner, Matthew Wagner, Mary Collier Woolley

ACOLYTES CURRENTLY SERVING:

Acolyte Recognition Sunday



                    
Thank you for participating in worship today. We’re glad you’re here. 
Open your camera app and scan the QR code to visit ogumc.org/connect to
• register your attendance  • ask to speak to a pastor
• sign up for congregational emails  • request to join the church • or give online. 

Connect with Oak Grove

8:30 and 11 am Order of Worship
August 30, 2026                                                                             Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Gathering Music                               Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise            Leanne Herrmann, piano
                                                                          Mark Hayes    
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Welcome and Announcements                                                                                   Dr. Joseph McBrayer                                                  

Introit                                                         Praise Ye the Lord                                                Music Makers
              J. Jefferson Cleveland

Praise ye the Lord, Hallelujah! Everybody praise the Lord.
*Call to Worship                                                       (8:30) Dr. McBrayer
  We gather as a community of compassion and hope.                                     (11:00) Lucy Cowden
 Jesus calls us to care for each other tenderly and willingly.
 By this caring and sharing we will be known as followers of Jesus.
 By our example others may be led to lives of peace.
 Lord, open our hearts and minds this day to your word.
 Teach us to serve you with all our gifts and talents. Amen.

*Hymn                                             O Worship the King                                                  UMH 73
Children (Pre-K–1st grade) may leave for Children’s Church (Room 223) during the last stanza. After 8:30 am, 

children will go from Children’s Church to Sunday School. At 11 am, children return to the service for the final hymn.
New to Oak Grove? Please accompany your child to the front gathering area, and someone will help you check them in.

*Affirmation of Faith                            Apostles’ Creed (UMH 881)                              (8:30) Dr. McBrayer
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;        (11:00) Corinne Jones
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right   
 hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the   
 dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

A Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                Dr. McBrayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Anthem (11:00)                              When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                               Chancel Choir             
        arr. Gilbert Martin

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love 
flow mingled down! Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small; love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all! Amen!

Scripture                                                          Psalm 105:1-6                                        (8:30) Dr. McBrayer
 The Word of God for the people of God.                                              (11:00) Mary Lawton Jones                                                                                                      
 Thanks be to God.
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*Congregation stand as able. 
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal / TFWS: The Faith We Sing
Children’s Worship bags available at the front of the sanctuary to the right.
Nursery care is available for children ages 3 and under in all worship services. 

*Hymn                                              Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone                                  UMH 424

Offertory Prayer                                                                                                                             C.J. Lord 
 As God has blessed our lives with abundant love and gifts, 
 let us bring our tithes and offerings to this place, 
 seeking to help others, to offer comfort and hope. Let us receive our morning offering.   
 Amen.

Offertory Anthem                        I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                           Choir Ensemble
                                                                     arr. Mark Hayes
*Doxology Old 100th
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Acolyte Recognition                                                                                                                       C.J. Lord
  Congregational Prayer:
 Holy and loving God, we give you thanks for the ways these young people share 
 their gifts with this congregation. May the light they carry in and out of this space 
 continue to shine brightly in each of our lives, to the end that the whole world may see   
 your light and know your love. Amen. 

*Scripture                                                     Matthew 16:21-28                             (8:30) Dr. Doug Gilreath
 The Word of God for the people of God.                                                            (11:00) Vivian Mus
 Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                                        Costly Discipleship                                            Dr. Gilreath

*Hymn                                                          Take Up Thy Cross                                              UMH 415

*Benediction                                                                                                                               Dr. Gilreath

*Postlude                                            O God, Our Help in Ages Past                  Leanne Herrmann, organ
                                                                         Gordon Young

                     
Music Notes by John Cowden

The scripture this morning reminds us that faith costs us something. If we are to answer the call of Christ on our lives, 
then there will be times we have to say no to what we want and yes to what we are asked to do. Or, as Jesus said, 

"All who want to come after me must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow me." 
Listen for the echoes of the cross in our hymns this morning.

The Chancel Choir anthem, a warhorse of the repertoire, provides an exclamation mark this morning. 
"My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride." And, in a moment of profound wonder at 

just how much we owe to God for God's unconditional love, "Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all."

The flowers on the altar are in memory of Harriet Tuggle and Betty Jo Williams in celebration 
of the week of their birthdays. The flowers are also in memory of Dolores Curl, their mother, 

on the anniversary of her death in 1995. Their families ask that you remember with us 
the love and beautiful memories. 



Our School

Worship Times and Locations
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.: Traditional (Sanctuary)
10:45: Modern (Fellowship Hall)
ONLINE: 10:45 a.m. –  Modern Worship 
ONLINE: 11:00 a.m. –  Traditional Worship. 
Facebook: facebook.com/ogumc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/ogumc

Dr. Doug Gilreath – Senior Pastor                                  ext. 211

Rev. Melissa Kime-Hall – Pastor of Service and Nurture                ext. 236 

Dr. Joseph McBrayer – Pastor of Connection and Digital Ministry      ext. 212

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster – Bishop in Residence

                             
Our Program Staff

Our Pastors

Rachel Fullerton – Executive Director                                           ext. 220

Georgia Moore – Assistant to the Senior Pastor                         ext. 225

Atticus Hicks – Director of Modern Worship                           ext. 208

Elizabeth Loughran – Director of Children’s Ministry         ext. 218

CJ Lord –  Director of Youth Ministries                                         ext. 202

John Cowden – Director of Traditional Music Ministry                 ext. 226

Krisy Kuo – Director of Senior Adult Ministries                             ext. 242

Leanne Herrmann – Organist

Connect With Us 
Check the Oak Grove website for up-to-the-minute news
on all events: www.ogumc.org/news.
Make Sure You Stay in Constant Contact
Information on our ministries, news, and upcoming events is shared through 
our ConstantContact weekly congregational email. If your email address 
changes during the year, please contact Diane O'Steen, 
Membership/Database Admin., (dosteen@ogumc.org or 404-636-7558 ext.221).

Church Office                   404-636-7558
Office Hours                            9 a.m. – 5 p.m. M–Th
Emergency Contact After Hours                              ext. 9

Address      1722 Oak Grove Road, Decatur, GA 30033

Website               www.ogumc.org

Our Church Information

Oak Grove Christian School                 404-636-5476

Today’s Worship Servants:
Altar Guild:   Randee Cook, Tryllis Hallford, Sally Houghton

Sound/Livestream: Billie Williams, Ricci Valldejuli

Ushers:      Mark Byrne, Candy Casarella, Greg Casarella, Wesley Cowden, Clint Ginn, Maddie Harrison, Steve Harrison Patrick Harvey, Elliott Jackson, Scot Macrae, Jim Penland,  
     Dan Riedford, *James Trotti   *Usher Captain

Submitting Articles to the 
Oak Grove News:
Please be reminded that Thursday 12 pm 
is the deadline for information that you 
would like to add to the Oak Grove News. 
This will enable your article to appear in 
the following week’s bulletin. 

VISIT the Oak Grove website: 
ogumc.org and pull down “FORMS”. 
Fill out your information. Articles will run 
TWO times and may be edited for space. 
Indicate the two editions you prefer when 
the article is submitted.Thank you!


