
CHURCHWIDE NEWS

Stay Connected to OGUMC

Sunday, August 16, 2026
8:30a Traditional Worship                    Sanctuary
9:30a Sunday School (all ages)                Various
10:45a Modern Worship             Fellowship Hall
11:00a Traditional Worship                  Sanctuary
12:00p Blood Drive                  BBQ Parking Lot
1:00p Darkness to Light Training                 203
2:30p Music Makers (grades 3-5)             Parlor
3:45p Youth Bells                                      Parlor
4:30p High School Youth Choir                 Parlor
5:00p MS/HS Youth Choir Combined        Parlor
5:30p Middle School Youth Choir             Parlor
5:30p HS Youth Fellowship                     Various
6:00p MS Youth Fellowship                    Various
6:30p Wesley Ringers                               Parlor

Monday, August 17, 2026
10:00a Genealogy Study Group                   104
6:30p Serving Ministries Meeting                 207
7:30p Adult Volleyball                                 Gym

Tuesday, August 18, 2026
1:30p Afternoon Choir                                  218
7:30p Tuesday Bells                                  Parlor
7:30p Oak Grove Family Nar-anon Group       101

Wednesday, August 19, 2026
5:00p Midweek Communion Svc      Grand Hall                                                        
5:00p Midweek Dinner               Fellowship Hall
6:00p Midweek Program                         Various                          
6:00p Children’s Choirs                          Various
6:00p Youth Dodgeball                              Gym
7:15p Chancel Choir                                 Parlor
8:00p Modern Band Rehearsal                     F/H

Thursday, August 20, 2026     
10:00a Needles & Prayers                            203
12:30p Mobile Soup Kitchen Prep                F/H

Friday, August 21, 2026
12:00p Soup Kitchen Delivery                    Away

Saturday, August 22, 2026 
8:00a Feed My Starving Children                 F/H
9:00a OGUMC Adult Pickleball League      Gym

Fellowship Hall (F/H), Grand Hall (G/H)
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Join us to celebrate our older adults in this 
special worship service on August 23. We 
celebrate the wisdom of all of our older adults 
but in particular, those who are 90 years old or 
older. The grace with which they attend to their 
families and faith community is truly a gift from 
God. We honor and appreciate you and your 
continued faithfulness to Oak Grove UMC!

Blood Drive
Sun, Aug 16, 2026
12 – 4:30 pm
BBQ Parking Lot
Bring an ID, drink plenty of water, 
and eat something before you 
donate. 

Sign up in advance for a time at 
ogumc.org/news or drop in.

On August third, Georgia Moore joined the OGUMC 
staff as Assistant to the Senior Pastor, Dr. Doug 
Gilreath. She also will assist our other pastors and 
ministries as needed. Georgia has been an Oak 
Grove member for nine years and is a member of 
the Christian Fellowship Sunday School class. She’s 
co-facilitated Disciple 1 (2025-2026) with Kim 
McDaniel, volunteered at Vacation Bible School in 
2025 and 2026, and served as ad hoc greeter, 
communion server, and offering taker in Modern 
Worship. She is also currently volunteering with the 
refugee ministry. 
In 2025 she retired from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention after more than 29 years; her 
last position held was Senior Advisor for Policy and 
Communications in one of CDC’s divisions. Georgia 

said “I prayed for 16 months for God to show me where he wanted me to serve after CDC, and 
he led me to Oak Grove. I am so excited to serve the church and community in this new role and 
looking forward to what we can do together!”

Welc�e Ge�gia M�re to the Oak Gr�e Staff

Tuesday
Bible
Study

10:30 am, Room 101

with Dr.
David Naglee

Lessons from the Early Church –     
  a Study from the Book of Acts

SEP 1, 8, 15, 22

Disciple 2 Fast Track

Tuesdays
7– 8:30 pm
Room 203

Beginning 
 Sept 15

                         

REGISTER:ogumc.org/news

This course helps participants to 
deepen their understanding of 

Scripture and identify ways to live 
out their faith in the world.



YOUTH NEWS & EVENTS WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS

Midweek Communion
5 pm

You are invited to a weekly 30 minute 
worship service with music, a short sermon, 
and Holy Communion at 5 pm in Grand Hall. Grades 6 through 12

Sign Up for all Youth 
events at Linktree.

Meal pricing is $10.00 per person over 3 years 
of age. Children 3 years and under eat for free.
Family plan is $30 for 2 adults and 2 or more 
children or 1 adult and 3 or more children.
Pre-paid reservations are encouraged. One 
serving line will be designated for those who 
pre-pay.

Reservations must be made by Monday 
at noon of each week: ogumc.org/news. 

Dinner is served from 5 – 6 pm

I EEWDM K

Youth Fellowship nights 
begin with a meal lovingly 
prepared and faithfully 
served by hardworking 
volunteers. Each semester, 
families are asked to pay up 
front for their students' meals 
to help with the expense. 

Pay for Youth Meals

SCAN here to PAY

Menu for August 19: 
Meat Loaf, Mashed Potatoes,

Peas, Rolls, Dessert

Joyful Noise (PreK-K): Room 218. PreK 
6-6:30 pm, K 6:30-7 pm

Celebrate! (Grades 1-2): Room 236. 6-7 pm

Music Makers (Grades 3-5): Parlor. 
Wednesday 6-7 pm OR Sunday 2:30-3:30 pm 
(new this year!)

Children's Choirs

6 pm Program

6 pm 

Small
Group
Discipleship
Classes

Pick up a
Youth Autumn

Calendar
Card

available in
Youth Hall or 
at the Portico 

Welcome 
Desk.

August 30, 2026
8:30 & 11 am Services

Acolytes, please sign up with the 
QR code. 

Acolyte Recognition Sunday

Acolyte Training
August 23, 2026
12 pm, Sanctuary
Current acolytes and any Youth 
interested are welcome.
LIGHT LUNCH PROVIDED



In the Hospital...
Philip Pingree – Emory DeKalb

New Concerns...
Barry Cox
Rob Neuman

For a list of persons to pray for on our community 
prayer list, contact the church office. 

Continued Prayers...
Johnny Alexander, Fred Andrieni, Chuck Bailey, 
Martha Farr Baker, Cindy Balte, Wendell 
Barnes, Maggie Brown, Alana Brunson, Tony 
Callaway, Gene Carroll, Linda Chambliss, Kay 
Childs, Chris Chilton, Keren Clay, Bill Cole, 
Nancy Crovatt, Marijo Culwell, Betsy Dasher, 
Charlotte Day, Michelle Decker, Bob Deryck, 
Dean Dragstedt, Jinx Eberhart, Betsy Edwards, 
Paige Fitts, Charlie Fiveash, Martha Gaston, 
Billie Sue Groutas, Elaine Grubbs, David Harte, 
Regina Haynes, Barbara Higgins-Mamay, 
Karen Holt, Chris Javo, Karen Javo, Nikki Javo, 
Carolyn Jeffares, Kathi Johnson, Adam Kallal, 
Lucie Kenimer, Jenn Kerr, Danny Langford, 
Carol Linder, Marie Lott, Nell Loveless, Marga-
ret Lowe, Laurie Marion, Cammie McCarvey, 
Ed McCarvey, Sonny McCoy, Chris McDaniel, 
Julene Miller, David Mobley, Terry Mulvey, 
Helene Muth, Jim Mynatt, Marianne Narde, Pat 
Nelson, Laura Palmer, Ginny Parks, Anne 
Patterson, Elizabeth Pentecost, Barbara 
Polstra, Tristan Pratt, Sylvia Purcell,  Nancy 
Rodgers, Cordella Sambrone-Darkins, Shirley 
Seufert, Debbie Tate, Doris Barnette Thomp-
son, Al Walker, Bull Wallace, Susan Widmayer, 
Diane Young, Gary Young

Serving in Our Armed Forces...
2ndLt  Alex Burgess, 2ndLt  Andrew Gray, 
Major Rick Larango, Cpl. Nate Porterfield, 
Cdr. Andrew Pruiett

PLEASE
PRAY FOR

W E L C O M E  N E W   M E M B E RS:
Lynn Gilreath and Addy Gilreath

Weekly Numbers

MEMORIALS
through  August 11, 2026

Our Presence                                             August 9, 2026
8:30 – Traditional Worship Service                                   56
10:45 – Modern Worship Service                                  262
11:00 – Traditional Worship Service                               366
Modern – online                                                                59
Traditional-online                                                             126
Communion-In Person                                                      28
Online Communion                                                             0
Youth Fellowship                                                             119
Sunday School Attendance                                            264
Total                                                                              1016

Our Giving                                              
Weekly Giving     $71,392.40
Month-to-Date Giving     $95,720.80
Year-to-Date Giving                   $1,663,803.76
Seasonal Year-to-Date Goal                          $1,685,583.72
The seasonal year-to-date represents the Year to Date 
amounts for the prior year. 
Difference                                                            $21,779.96

 

UMCOR
Early Response
Team Training

Become part of a team to help.

Saturday, September 12
8:30 am – 4:30 pm  |  Grand Hall

Register now: ogumc.org/news

Kid’s Theater Camp for

Four Saturday mornings: 
10 –11:30 am
Aug 29, Sep 5, 19, and 26
Gather in Room 218

Led by Bob Unger
No Charge or Reservations      

Rev. Dr. Shirley Wright is 
a retired elder in the 
North Georgia confer-
ence. In her retirement, 
she has leaned into her 
many hobbies, including 
writing poetry that reflects 
her faith journey. She has 
published four books of 
poetry and will share 
some of her poems along 
with background and 
conversation about her 
inspiration for each. 
Join us for lunch Tuesday, September 1, at 11:30 am in Fellowship Hall with the program to 
follow at 12:15 pm.

7-Week Women’s Bible Study

United
Women
in Faith

Thursdays 9/10-10/22
7 pm
Rm 101

INFO: ogumc.org/news
Song of Songs

The Love We Long For
––––Lisa Harper––––

TO THE GENERAL BUDGET IN MEMORY OF 
     John Mynatt
         by  Tom and Nancy Landers

TO THE YOUTH MUSIC FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
      George Counts
         by  Jim and Carol Wright

TO THE YOUTH MISSION FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
      George Counts
         by  Tom Gurley

If you would like to 
complete the daily study 
to go along with the 
weekly video and group 
discussion, there is a 
participant manual 
available.

If you have questions 
about this study, you can 
contact Kim McDaniel 
(kimwmcdaniel
@gmail.com).



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

Parents’
Night Out
Parents’
Night Out
Friday, August 21

6 - 9:30 p.m.

Register (ogumc.org/news)

$15/child and no more than 
$45/family

Includes a pizza and sides
dinner for children. 

To drop-off and pick-up, enter 
through the front door of the wing 
where the childrens' nurseries are 
located (the part of the building 
nearest the Ethridge Inclusive 
Playground). 

We need your help with Sunday School 
for children PreK-5th grade. It takes 11 
people each Sunday to provide 
Children's Sunday School. If you'd like 
to help out as little as 7 times a year– 
or as much as every Sunday, sign up 
for teacher training this August. All 
trainings are 9-10:30 am. If you are a 
parent volunteer, children will be in 223 
at 9 am. 

Please Sign Up for
Sunday School Teacher Training

• Aug 16, Pre-2nd (Godly Play)  • Aug 23, 3rd grade (navigating the Bible)  • Aug 30, 
4th & 5th grade (UMC Vows – prayer, presence, gifts, service, and witness – in Action). 
Signing up helps us plan appropriately for volunteer snacks and supplies.

On Sunday, August 23, from 12-2 pm, 4th & 
5th graders are invited to go out to lunch to 
Fellini's. 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall at noon. Pick 
up your child in the portico. This is a 
drop-off event, but we need 1-2 parents 
volunteers to help chaperone. You do not 
need to be a member to attend. 
Register by August 19 at 
ogumc.org/news. Optional donation 
$10 food & activity supplies. 

Every fall, the North 
Georgia Conference 
hosts a children’s 
retreat for 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th graders at 
Camp Glisson. Our 
theme is Faith-ology 
and we explore faith 
stories from 
scripture along with 
science and nature. 
Our rotating themes 
are Stars and Light, 
Water, and Rocks. 



Our School

Worship Times and Locations
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.: Traditional (Sanctuary)
10:45: Modern (Fellowship Hall)
ONLINE: 10:45 a.m. –  Modern Worship 
ONLINE: 11:00 a.m. –  Traditional Worship. 
Facebook: facebook.com/ogumc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/ogumc

Dr. Doug Gilreath – Senior Pastor                                  ext. 211

Rev. Melissa Kime-Hall – Pastor of Service and Nurture                ext. 236 

Dr. Joseph McBrayer – Pastor of Connection and Digital Ministry      ext. 212

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster – Bishop in Residence

                             
Our Program Staff

Our Pastors

Rachel Fullerton – Executive Director                                           ext. 220

Georgia Moore – Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor        ext. 225

Atticus Hicks – Director of Modern Worship                           ext. 208

Elizabeth Loughran – Director of Children’s Ministry         ext. 218

CJ Lord –  Director of Youth Ministries                                         ext. 202

John Cowden – Director of Traditional Music Ministry                 ext. 226

Krisy Kuo – Director of Senior Adult Ministries                             ext. 242

Leanne Herrmann – Organist

Connect With Us 
Check the Oak Grove website for up-to-the-minute news
on all events: www.ogumc.org/news.
Make Sure You Stay in Constant Contact
Information on our ministries, news, and upcoming events is shared through 
our ConstantContact weekly congregational email. If your email address 
changes during the year, please contact Diane O'Steen, 
Membership/Database Admin., (dosteen@ogumc.org or 404-636-7558 ext.221).

Church Office                   404-636-7558
Office Hours                            9 a.m. – 5 p.m. M–Th
Emergency Contact After Hours                              ext. 9

Address      1722 Oak Grove Road, Decatur, GA 30033

Website               www.ogumc.org

Our Church Information

Oak Grove Christian School                 404-636-5476

Today’s Worship Servants:
Altar Guild:   Randee Cook, Tryllis Hallford, Sally Houghton

Sound/Livestream: Billie Williams, Ricci Valldejuli

Ushers:      Mark Byrne, Candy Casarella, Greg Casarella, Wesley Cowden, Clint Ginn, Maddie Harrison, Steve Harrison Patrick Harvey, Elliott Jackson, Scot Macrae, Jim Penland,  
     Dan Riedford, *James Trotti   *Usher Captain

Submitting Articles to the 
Oak Grove News:
Please be reminded that Thursday 12 pm 
is the deadline for information that you 
would like to add to the Oak Grove News. 
This will enable your article to appear in 
the following week’s bulletin. 

VISIT the Oak Grove website: 
ogumc.org and pull down “FORMS”. 
Fill out your information. Articles will run 
TWO times and may be edited for space. 
Indicate the two editions you prefer when 
the article is submitted.Thank you!

Rev. Dr. Shirley Wright is 
a retired elder in the 
North Georgia confer-
ence. In her retirement, 
she has leaned into her 
many hobbies, including 
writing poetry that reflects 
her faith journey. She has 
published four books of 
poetry and will share 
some of her poems along 
with background and 
conversation about her 
inspiration for each. 


