
September 20, 2026                                                                         Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

It is hard to believe that the 65th annual Oak Grove 
Barbecue is almost here. Every year, this event reminds me 
that what we do at Oak Grove is far bigger than Pork 
Barbecue, Brunswick Stew, and Cole Slaw. Yes, we will once 
again serve thousands of meals, but the true impact of this 
day is measured in something far richer—how it strength-
ens our community.

When I look back over the years, I’m reminded that the 
Barbecue has always been about connection. Long before 
the first plate is served, community is already being built in 
the quiet, smoky corners of the pit, around the stew pots, 
and at the long tables where cabbage is chopped and 
stories are shared. As one of our past letters said, “cutting 
of the cabbage, stirring of the stew… is where the stories 
get told and the memories are made.” That hasn’t 
changed. If anything, it has grown deeper.

What makes this event so special is that it brings together 
people who might not otherwise cross paths—longtime 
members, brand-new families, youth, retirees, neighbors 
who wander over because they’ve heard about “that 
Barbecue at Oak Grove,” and friends who show up simply 
because someone invited them. For one day, we all stand 
shoulder to shoulder, working toward something that 
blesses far more than just our church.

The funds raised each year ripple outward into ministries 
that touch lives locally and globally. But the community 
built here—the friendships formed, the conversations 
shared, the sense of belonging renewed—those are the 
gifts that last long after the last plate is served.

The great thing about this event is everyone can help. No 
professional skills needed, no age requirements; simply a 
smile and some love for Jesus is all you need. The sign-up 
sheets are out, and there are plenty of good spots and 
plenty of opportunities to meet someone new, reconnect 
with someone familiar, or simply be part of something that 
makes Oak Grove feel like home.

I am confident this will be another successful year—not just 
because of the meals we serve, but because of the commu-
nity we strengthen. Thank you for being part of what makes 
Oak Grove such a special place.

        

                John McMillen
                    BBQ Boss 

65t h annual Oak Grove

Sat, October 17, 2026
11 am – 4 pm

PLUS: The UWF Bake Sale 
& Craft Sale



                    
Thank you for participating in worship today. We’re glad you’re here. 
Open your camera app and scan the QR code to visit ogumc.org/connect to
• register your attendance  • ask to speak to a pastor
• sign up for congregational emails  • request to join the church • or give online. 

Connect with Oak Grove

8:30 and 11 am Order of Worship
September 20, 2026                                                                   Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Gathering Music                                 Selections from The Dansereye                      Oak Grove Orchestra
                                                     Tielman Susato arr. Kenneth SIngleton                                                                                                          
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Welcome and Announcements                                            8:30 Melissa Kime-Hall | 11:00 Melinda Jones
                                                  
Introit             Come Sunday                                                  Chancel Choir
         Duke Ellington arr. Alice Parker

Come Sunday, that's the day. I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky.  I don't mind the gray skies 
'cause they're just clouds passing by. Lord, dear Lord above, God Almighty, God of Love, 

please look down and see my people through. 
I believe God is now, was then, and always will be. With God's blessing, we can make it thro' eternity. 

Lord, dear Lord above, God Almighty, God of Love, please look down and see my people through.

*Call to Worship                        8:30 Rev. Kime-Hall | 11:00 Rev. Jones
  Though the storm clouds of doubt and fear threaten to overcome us
 God leads us into ways of peace.
 When the darkness of war and the deep pit of anger reach toward us
 God lifts and carries us through the darkness with hope and light.
 Lord of hope and life, be with us today.
 God of mercy and peace, lead our lives. Amen.

*Hymn                                       How Can We Name a Love                                          UMH 111

*Affirmation of Faith                                    Apostles’ Creed          8:30 Rev. Kime-Hall | 11:00 Rev. Jones
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;       
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right   
 hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the   
 dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

A Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer                                        8:30 Rev. Kime-Hall | 11:00 Rev. Jones
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Anthem (11:00)                                          Prayer for Guidance                        Music Makers (Grades 3-5)
                                                                           Allen Pote

Teach me your ways, make them known to me. Teach me to live according to your truth. 
Because you are my Savior All day long I trust in you. O remember your kindness and constant love 

which you have shown from long ago. Forgive the sins and errors of my youth.
Remember me O Lord. All day long, All day long, All day long I trust in you. Teach me O Lord. 

Teach me your ways. Teach me O Lord. Teach me your ways O Lord.
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*Congregation stand as able. 
UMH: United Methodist Hymnal / TFWS: The Faith We Sing
Children’s Worship bags available at the front of the sanctuary to the right.
Nursery care is available for children ages 3 and under in all worship services. 

Scripture                                                            Psalm 114              8:30 Rev. Kime-Hall | 11:00 Rev. Jones
 The Word of God for the people of God.       
 Thanks be to God.

*Hymn                                               God, How Can We Forgive                                        TFWS 2169

Offertory Prayer                                                                               8:30 Rev. Kime-Hall | 11:00 Rev. Jones 
 Lord, you have blessed our lives in so many ways. In gratitude for all these blessings 
 and in confidence that our gifts will be used for ministries of peace and hope, 
 we offer these gifts. Amen.

Offertory Anthem                              Precious Lord, Take My Hand                          Oak Grove Orchestra                     
            Thomas Dorsey, arr. Randall Standridge
*Doxology                                                                                                                                     Old 100th
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Litany for Our Confirmands                                                                                                           
    C.J. Lord to Confirmands: 
 As you begin this Confirmation journey, may the Scriptures be a lamp to your feet 
 and a light to your path. Learn its stories and study its words. Its stories belong to us all, 
 and these words speak to us all. They tell us who we are. 
 They tell us that we belong to one another, for we are the people of God. 
    Confirmands respond: 
 We receive these Bibles with our hands, our hearts, and our minds. Thank you. 
 We enter the confirmation process ready to learn and ready to grow. 
    Congregation to Confirmands: 
 We rejoice in this step in your journey with God. We pray God will guide you, your family, 
 and us as you begin your confirmation process. We will continue to learn together 
 and grow in God’s love alongside you. 
    All:  Amen.

Prayer for Our Confirmands                                                                                             Dr. Doug Gilreath                                                               

*Scripture                                                    Matthew 18:21-25                                                  Dr. Gilreath
 The Word of God for the people of God.                                                           
 Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                      The Transforming Power of Forgiveness                            Dr. Gilreath

*Hymn                                              Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive                      AZMON (see insert)
(Those who wish to join the church are invited to come forward.)

*Benediction                                                                                                                              Dr. Gilreath

*Postlude                                                       Moravian Dance                                   Oak Grove Orchestra 
             Travis J. Weller

                                               ––––– Music Notes are on the back.–––––
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Our School

Worship Times and Locations
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.: Traditional (Sanctuary)
10:45: Modern (Fellowship Hall)
ONLINE: 10:45 a.m. –  Modern Worship 
ONLINE: 11:00 a.m. –  Traditional Worship. 
Facebook: facebook.com/ogumc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/ogumc

Dr. Doug Gilreath – Senior Pastor                                  ext. 211

Rev. Melissa Kime-Hall – Pastor of Service and Nurture                ext. 236 

Dr. Joseph McBrayer – Pastor of Connection and Digital Ministry      ext. 212

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster – Bishop in Residence

                             
Our Program Staff

Our Pastors

Rachel Fullerton – Executive Director                                           ext. 220

Georgia Moore – Assistant to the Senior Pastor                         ext. 225

Atticus Hicks – Director of Modern Worship                           ext. 208

Elizabeth Loughran – Director of Children’s Ministry         ext. 218

CJ Lord –  Director of Youth Ministries                                         ext. 202

John Cowden – Director of Traditional Music Ministry                 ext. 226

Krisy Kuo – Director of Senior Adult Ministries                             ext. 242

Leanne Herrmann – Organist

Connect With Us 
Check the Oak Grove website for up-to-the-minute news
on all events: www.ogumc.org/news.
Make Sure You Stay in Constant Contact
Information on our ministries, news, and upcoming events is shared through 
our ConstantContact weekly congregational email. If your email address 
changes during the year, please contact Diane O'Steen, 
Membership/Database Admin., (dosteen@ogumc.org or 404-636-7558 ext.221).

Church Office                   404-636-7558
Office Hours                            9 a.m. – 5 p.m. M–Th
Emergency Contact After Hours                              ext. 9

Address      1722 Oak Grove Road, Decatur, GA 30033

Website               www.ogumc.org

Our Church Information

Oak Grove Christian School                 404-636-5476

Today’s Worship Servants:
Altar Guild:   Randee Cook, Tryllis Hallford, Sally Houghton

Sound/Livestream: Billie Williams, Ricci Valldejuli

Ushers:      Tom Branch, Ed Flowers, J.C. McBee, James Molinari, Andy Mus, *David Pearce, Ruth Primm, Brian Wagner, Hank Williams  *Usher Captain

Submitting Articles to the 
Oak Grove News:
Please be reminded that Thursday 12 pm 
is the deadline for information that you 
would like to add to the Oak Grove News. 
This will enable your article to appear in 
the following week’s bulletin. 

VISIT the Oak Grove website: 
ogumc.org and pull down “FORMS”. 
Fill out your information. Articles will run 
TWO times and may be edited for space. 
Indicate the two editions you prefer when 
the article is submitted.Thank you!

Music Notes by John Cowden
Today is all about forgiveness. And there are a lot of hymns about forgiveness, but most of them are about how God forgives us. 

That's good news, but it isn't really what we are talking about today. We're talking about our need to forgive each other. 
And there are a couple of hymns with fantastic texts...but the tunes aren't familiar. What is a conscientious music director to do?

I'm not sure, but here's what I did. The opening hymn is familiar and about showing love in our daily living 
(which is certainly forgiveness-adjacent!). The middle hymn has an unfamiliar tune but an amazing text, so we're going to muscle 

through it. I might try to teach it before the service. The final hymn actually comes with a pretty singable tune, 
but it's also unfamiliar. So I'm going to change that to a VERY familiar tune for you! Compromise! 

And, of course, if you don't love the hymns this morning, it will give you an opportunity to practice forgiving!


